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tion of innumerable nameless fellow-labourers, they
would not have been provided even with the founda-
tions upon which their work was necessarily based.

This remark recalls the familiar discussion about
the importance of the individual. Is the hero whom
we are invited to worship everything, or is he next to
nothing ? Is it true, as some writers put it, that had
Cleopatra broken her nose, or had a cannon ball gone
a hair's breadth further to the right or left when
Napoleon was directing the siege of Toulon, "the
whole course of history would have been changed " ?
Or is it rather true that, as some philosophers would
say, no man is indispensable, nor even any man
very important: that, if any even of the greatest of
men had died of the measles in his infancy, we
should have carved a different set of letters upon the
pedestals of our statues, but the course of affairs
would have run in much the same channel ? I will
not seek to discuss that old theme, to which it is
evident that no very precise answer can be given. It
is clearly a question of degree. Nobody can deny
that a great man has an influence in the spheres of
action and of thought; but to attempt to say how
great an influence he has, how far he depends upon
others or could be replaced by others, involves con-
siderations lying in the unprofitable region of vague
conjecture. This only I wish to note. It seems